SAFE CUSTODY
will be out of earshot, by the time the chauffeur
arrives." He glanced at his watch. " I wish to God
he'd start for the postern. Stiven is coming to tell us
the moment he leaves the road."
" The watched pot never boils/' said Palin. " Let
us perform our ablutions, to fill in the time."
We made what toilet we could, proposing, when
that was done, to see about preparing some breakfast
without the aid of a fire, for if any smoke went up,
Harris would guess in an instant that we were at home.
To our delight, in the kitchen we found an electric
stove and had started to heat some water to take to
Olivia's room, when the lady appeared amongst us,
looking so fresh and dainty that I, for one, felt the
more ashamed of an appearance which soap and water
had done little enough to correct.
We had just told her what had happened and how
we hoped that Harris would play into our hands,
when Stiven came running from the gatehouse to say
that the rogues had actually taken the plunge and
had started down the mountain, to reach the valley
below.
" Good/' said Hubert. " Now you go to the ram-
parts and watch them from there. On no account
show yourself. They'll pass in and out of your sight,
but do what you can to time them, for what I want
to know is the progress they make. By the way,
have they moved that car ? "
" No, sir/' said Stiven. " It's just as it was when
you went."
" All right."
As Stiven left for the ramparts, Hubert turned to
Palin and me.
" We must bring that car in/' he said.   " It's a

